
Insider's Guide to Insider's Guide to 
San Francisco BridgingSan Francisco Bridging



WelcomeWelcome



TimelineTimeline

 September September –– attend this workshop, attend this workshop, 
Parent meeting #1 (collect deposit), Parent meeting #1 (collect deposit), 
book lodging,  activity approval in to book lodging,  activity approval in to 
VSC & activity consultant.VSC & activity consultant.



TimelineTimeline

 October 20October 20thth at 10am at 10am -- 
Register for the event!Register for the event!



TimelineTimeline

 NovNov--March March –– plan where to go, what to plan where to go, what to 
see, where to eat, make matching tsee, where to eat, make matching t-- 
shirts or hats, collect second installment shirts or hats, collect second installment 
(should have enough to cover airfare), (should have enough to cover airfare), 
book lodging GS properties book 6 book lodging GS properties book 6 
months ahead (Dec 3) communicate months ahead (Dec 3) communicate 
regularly with parents,  sell nuts and regularly with parents,  sell nuts and 
cookies!cookies!



TimelineTimeline

 Early February Early February –– Best airfares available Best airfares available 
3 months before on a Tuesday. Book 3 months before on a Tuesday. Book 
flight.flight.



TimelineTimeline

 March March -- April April –– get BART tickets, get BART tickets, 
confirm  lodging, make packing list, confirm  lodging, make packing list, 
arrange transportation to the airport, arrange transportation to the airport, 
Parent meeting #2 (collect final Parent meeting #2 (collect final 
payment adjusted based on money payment adjusted based on money 
earned from cookie sales)earned from cookie sales)



TimelineTimeline

 April April –– collect permissions & health collect permissions & health 
histories, confirm details with girls and histories, confirm details with girls and 
parents and activity consultant.parents and activity consultant.



TimelineTimeline

 May 2nd, 2015 May 2nd, 2015 –– Attend Bridging Attend Bridging 
Event!!Event!!



What Makes This What Makes This 
a a ““Girl ScoutGirl Scout”” Trip?Trip?

 PURPOSEPURPOSE
 PLANNING PLANNING 
 PROGRESSIONPROGRESSION



Girl Planning!Girl Planning!

 The more they do The more they do 
the more theythe more they’’ll get out of the tripll get out of the trip

 Each girl researches at least one siteEach girl researches at least one site
 Work on the budget togetherWork on the budget together
 Set Cookie and Fall Sale GoalsSet Cookie and Fall Sale Goals
 Talk about safety and preparednessTalk about safety and preparedness
 Have them write a Code of ConductHave them write a Code of Conduct



Adult TrainingAdult Training

 Take Troop Tripping, LetTake Troop Tripping, Let’’s Camp & First s Camp & First 
AidAid

 LetLet’’s Go! s Go! -- 11 Steps to an Advanced 11 Steps to an Advanced 
Domestic TripDomestic Trip

 Contact your Activity Consultant or VSC for Contact your Activity Consultant or VSC for 
approvalapproval



Who Goes on the Trip?Who Goes on the Trip?

 55thth grade Juniors bridging to grade Juniors bridging to 
CadettesCadettes

 Maximum is 1 adult to 3 girls for the Maximum is 1 adult to 3 girls for the 
bridging event.bridging event.

 Minimum is the Minimum is the 
SafetywiseSafetywise ratio: ratio: 
2 adults for up to 2 adults for up to 
16 Junior girls16 Junior girls



Where Are You Going?



Where Are You Going?



Airports:Airports:

 San FranciscoSan Francisco
 OaklandOakland
 San JoseSan Jose



When to buy ticketsWhen to buy tickets

 CheapairCheapair says 3 says 3 ½½ months beforemonths before
 Makoto Makoto WatanubeWatanube says 8 weeks outsays 8 weeks out
 Airlines Reporting Corp says 6 weeksAirlines Reporting Corp says 6 weeks
 Sign up for Email Alerts now and watchSign up for Email Alerts now and watch
 Cheapest days to FLY are Tue, Wed & SatCheapest days to FLY are Tue, Wed & Sat
 Sunday is usually the most expensiveSunday is usually the most expensive
 Cheapest days to BUY are Tue & WedCheapest days to BUY are Tue & Wed
 Check group faresCheck group fares
 Research on one computer, buy on anotherResearch on one computer, buy on another
 Last year flights were as low as $134 but Last year flights were as low as $134 but 

$154 looked like a good fare.$154 looked like a good fare.





 Where to StayWhere to Stay

Hotels

(Avoid -
“Tenderloin”
“Haight”
“Castro” 
“Mission”)

NorCal Council will send
A list of hotels with saved blocks



 Where to StayWhere to Stay

SF Council Property – if you drive up
http://www.girlscoutsnorcal.org/
Camp Arequipa sleeps 40, 1 hour north
Camp Bothin sleeps10-54, $100-$150/night, 1 hr north
Ida Smith sleeps 20, $55/nite, in western SF
Hayward Cabin, sleeps 30, $61/nite, 1 hr southeast

http://www.girlscoutsnorcal.org/


 Where to StayWhere to Stay

HI Hostels



 Where to StayWhere to Stay

Hostels

Stay together
In one room.

Kitchen
Free Breakfast



 Where to StayWhere to Stay
Hostels: HI Fisherman’s Wharf



Where to StayWhere to Stay
Hostels: Adelaide



Transportation:Transportation:

BART
www.bart.gov/

Gets you from the
Airport to 
downtown.

http://www.bart.gov/


Transportation:Transportation:

Muni = 
bus & cable car

Muni+ app – 
free
Transit maps,
Planning tool,
Updates,
Countdowns
..practice using it!



 



What to do:What to do:



The Bridging Event!

At Crissy Field



What to do:What to do:
Bridging Event



What to do:What to do:
Bridging Event



What to do:What to do:
Bridging Event

(Uniforms?)



What to do:What to do:
Bridging Event



What to do:What to do:
Bridging Event



What to do:What to do:
Bridging Event



What to do:What to do:
Bridging Event



What to do:What to do:
Bridging Event



The wave organ





What to do:What to do:

Fisherman's 
Wharf



What to do:What to do:
Ghirardelli
Square FW
or TCHO 
pier 17

Visit the 
“Chocolate 
Factory”



What to do:What to do:

Ghirardelli
Square



What to do:What to do:

Fisherman's 
Wharf
Maritime 
Museum



What to do:What to do:

Fisherman's 
Wharf

Fishmongers
selling
Fresh Crabs



What to do:What to do:
Fisherman's 
Wharf
Musee 
Mechanique



What to do:What to do:
Fisherman's 
Wharf
300 items, 
ranging from 
orchestrions, 
coin operated 
pianos, antique 
slot machines, 
and animations, 
down to small 
bird boxes. 



What to do:What to do:
Fisherman's 
Wharf
Musee 
Mechanique



What to do:What to do:
Fisherman's 
Wharf

Boudin Bread
Factory

and tasting
room!



What to do:What to do:
Fisherman's 
Wharf

Boudin Bread
Factory

Free to watch 
bakers
$3 to tour museum  
and taste



What to do:What to do:
Fisherman's 
Wharf

Boudin Bread
Factory



What to do:What to do:
Fisherman's 
Wharf

Street 
Entertainers



What to do:What to do:

Pier 39



What to do:What to do:

Pier 39



What to do:What to do:

Pier 39

Souvenirs!



What to do:What to do:

Pier 39
Snack Time!!



What to do:What to do:

Pier 39

Ride the Carousel!!



What to do:What to do:

Pier 39

View of Alcatraz!!



What to do:What to do:

Pier 39

And the Sea Lions!



What to do:What to do:
Alcatraz 
Tour
pier 33

cost: 
$30 girls
$30 adults
get tickets online
Purchase ahead

2 to 2 ½ hours

includes boat ride 
and audio tour of 
the cell block









What to do:What to do:

Ride the 
F-Line 
Historic 
Trolleys



Exploratorium



What to do:What to do:
Exploratorium

Girls & Adults $19



What to do:What to do:

Ferry 
Marketplace



 Artisanal foods and produce Artisanal foods and produce 
from all over the bay areafrom all over the bay area



What to do:What to do:
Cable Cars



What to do:What to do:

Nob Hill
Grace Cathedral



What to do:What to do:
Nob HillNob Hill
Grace Cathedral Grace Cathedral 
Bronze Door & LabyrinthBronze Door & Labyrinth



What to do:What to do:
Lombard 
Street



What to do:What to do:
Lombard 
Street



What to do:What to do:
Union Union 

SquareSquare

Powell Street Powell Street 
Stop on the Stop on the 

BARTBART



What to do:What to do:
Union Union 

SquareSquare
Photo op at 
the heart in 
the park



What to do:What to do:
Union Union 

SquareSquare
Shopping



What to do:What to do:
Union Union 

SquareSquare
Ride the Glass             
Elevator
to the top of the 
Mark Hopkins Hotel 
to see the view! 
(6:30am-1:30am 
must be “well- 
dressed after 4pm”)



What to do:What to do:
Union Union 

SquareSquare
Greet the 
fancy doorman at 
the Sir Francis 
Drake Hotel
(Mr. Sweeney)



What to do:What to do:

ChinatownChinatown



What to do:What to do:
ChinatownChinatown

the the ““gategate”” is at is at 
the corner of the corner of 

Bush and Bush and 
GrantGrant



What to do:What to do:
ChinatownChinatown



What to do:What to do:
ChinatownChinatown



What to do:What to do:
ChinatownChinatown



What to do:What to do:
ChinatowChinatow 

nn



What to do:What to do:
ChinatowChinatow 

nn



What to do:What to do:
ChinatowChinatow 

nn



What to do:What to do:
ChinatownChinatown

Try some 
Dim Sum!



What to do:What to do:
ChinatownChinatownTry some Dim Sum!



What to do:What to do:
ChinatownChinatown

Try some Dim Sum!



What to do:What to do:
ChinatownChinatown

Visit Fortune 
Cookie 
Factory!

56 Ross Alley





What to do:What to do:
ChinatowChinatow 

nn
Visit Fortune 
Cookie Factory!



What to do:What to do:
Coit Tower

Views!



What to do:What to do:
Coit Tower

Views!



What to do:What to do:
Coit Tower

Views!



What to do:What to do:
Coit Tower

Self Cleaning 
Toilet



What to do:What to do:
Coit Tower

Murals



What to do:What to do:
Coit Tower

Murals

Free city tours 
www.sfcityguides.org



Golden 
Gate Park



Golden 
Gate Park

What to do:What to do:

Japanese
Tea  Gardens



Golden 
Gate Park

What to do:What to do:

Japanese
Tea  Gardens





What to do:What to do:

Beautiful 

Shakespeare

Garden

Golden 
Gate Park



 SpreckelsSpreckels
 LakeLake

Golden 
Gate Park



California Academy of Sciences     California Academy of Sciences     
Group rate $17Group rate $17

Golden 
Gate Park



Golden 
Gate Park

What to do:What to do:

De Young
Museum



Alamo
Square



Alamo
Square

What to do:What to do:



What to do:What to do:
Yurba Buena
Gardens

Zeum
Metreon
Ice Skating



What to do:What to do:
Yurba Buena
Gardens:
Zeum
Ice Skating
Metreon

Bowling 
$9/person

Ice Skating
girls $11
adults $13

Animation, 
video and 
sound 
production

Children's 
Creativity 
Museum

Girls $8
adults $8



Where to Eat?

Free Breakfast at Hotel

Make your own meals

Refill water bottles

Ethnic foods and pizza



Sushi Boat
Restaurant



Sushi Boat
Restaurant



BudgetBudget



FundraisingFundraising

Save – Delayed Gratification
Sell Nuts and Cookies,
Recycle
Money Earning Project 
Application:
Sales - Garage Sales, Crafts, Plants 
Service - Yard Work, Car Wash, Child 
Care, Gift Wrapping, Face Painting
Events - Workshops, Festivals, Plays, 
Dances, Tours



Forms and PermissionsForms and Permissions

Take Troop 
Tripping

Let's Go – 
Resource Guide

(11 steps to an 
Advanced Domestic 
Trip & Leader tool 
kit, working with 

parents, choosing 
chaperones, group 

management, 
safety, budgeting,)



Packing ListPacking List
Pack LightPack Light
Make Make ““your ownyour own”” shirtsshirts
Dress in layersDress in layers
Be prepared for rainBe prepared for rain
Uniforms?Uniforms?



Swaps Swaps 
Make Lots!!

Hand them out at 
Crissy Field and 
at your hostel

pick a San Diego 
theme or 
something about 
your troop



Questions?Questions?
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