Chula Vista Community Problems

Our community is growing so fast! Chula Vista needs to preserve its heritage: Kumeyaay history, ancient dinosaur fossil history; old homes and stories of its citizens. How could we preserve the past, and make it interesting for Chula Vistans to learn about the community?

Kids need to walk and bike to school more.  The traffic is terrible in the morning, gas is too expensive, and kids are overweight. How can we encourage them to walk and to help their parents feel safe? Could we get more high school kids to take public transportation?  Could we get a better bus route to help Otay kids get to school?

All the traffic makes the streets dangerous for kids.  Could you develop a program to teach kids “street safety”?  How to cross busy streets, bike safety, and about stranger danger. Should we petition for a light at a busy intersection?  How could we make our neighborhood safer?

Illiteracy rate and computer illiteracy is really high in National City, what is it like in Chula Vista?  How could we help improve literacy here?  How could we help kids read better? How could we help seniors to learn to use the computer?

Chula Vista is trying hard to create a network of trails so that the community can stay active by walking, running and cycling.  How can you make the trails more accessible to people who would like to use them?  

Year round schools create a unique problem for Chula Vista families.  Kids are out of school in the fall and spring when many parents are working.  What could you do to design a program to keep those kids safe and entertained over those breaks?

The Veteran’s home and Scripps Hospital are in our neighborhood.  What are their needs? 

We’re building a new library soon in Chula Vista, or moving the one from Eastlake HS to the Otay Mall.  What could you do to add to the new library?

There’s a new museum in Bonita.  Could you research and collect something to add to that museum or to the Chula Vista Heritage Museum? Make a video about your discovery?

You’ve got a new high school at Otay Ranch.  What could you establish there that would enrich the experience for future students?  What are some programs that older established high schools have that you could start?  Is there some way you could start a volunteer program at school that could help the community?

There are plans to develop the Chula Vista  bay area and around Otay Lake.  What project could you envision at one of those locations?  How could you make it a reality?

Are there things you could do to celebrate your heritage and culture in our community?  Paint a mural?  Create a program for the schools?  Create a community celebration? Could you put together a booklet of information and resources in Chula Vista for other Hispanic teens that are planning Quincineras? 

Graffiti is a problem around Chula Vista.  What could you do to help? Is there a program you could present to elementary school kids to discourage them from damaging property?

There are several running races in Chula Vista, the Arturo Barrios and the Ocean View.  Could you start a running clinic for kids who would like to practice before the races?  Get speakers from the Olympic training center?  Teach good technique and help them get a good start in running? Help prevent injuries?

Southern California is very dry and there is a need to conserve water.  How could you encourage Chula Vistans to save water?  Could you design a native garden for one of the new parks with an explanation of all the drought tolerant plants you’ve used? 

Natural disasters, like hurricane Katrina, cause much more suffering when citizens aren’t well prepared.  How could you encourage our community to be better prepared for earthquakes or other disasters here?  What are the local emergency plans?  How could you publicize those plans so more people know what they can do to help? 

Right now, everyone is talking about Katrina.  Is there a particular project that you could do to help?  Sew blankets for kids there, or something else?  How could you get other kids in our community involved? Is there a project that you could work on now that could be donated to the next disaster area or something we could do to be more ready for all disasters around the world?

There are lots of families of service men and women living in our community.  What are their needs?  Do they have special needs during the holidays?  Do their kids have special needs? How could you help?

We live so close to Tijuana.  What is one of the problems there that you could fix?  Could you organize a group of kids from your school to build a house down there for a poor family?  Could you supply something to the orphanage there? Make blankets for kids? 

We have a prison just to the south of Chula Vista.  How could you support the children whose parents are incarcerated there?  Could you start up an “Angel Tree” program at your school?  Are there other needs there that interest you?  Collect books or magazines for the prison library or CDs or DVDs or videos?  What’s the root of the problem? 

There have been lots of fatal car accidents around Chula Vista involving young people.  Could you produce a documentary about some of them to make other young people drive more safely? Research and write a series of articles for the Star News about them?  Design some sort of memorial to be installed in one of our new parks? Start a program that reduces dangerous behavior like texting while driving?

Petition to get doors on the restrooms in the parks in our community!

