Kenmore Square Walking Tour

The Citogo Sign- Kenmore Square Walking Tour

When the Red Sox are in town, Kenmore Square is among the busiest neighborhoods in the city. On most days, thousands stream through this recently renovated area, adjacent to Fenway Park, Lansdowne St., and Boston University. It is perhaps one of the city’s most known destinations, and features a wide variety of dining, shopping, and entertainment options for sports, club, and college crowds. It is also here that two of Boston’s busiest streets – Beacon and Commonwealth – intersect with passage to Newton, Brookline, Allston, and Brighton.

Hovering above Kenmore Square is one of Boston’s most recognizable images – the Citgo sign. The sign became a landmark because of its presence in the background of Red Sox games, often seen on TV when home runs would fly over the Green Monster. Erected in 1965, the neon-lit sign was scheduled to be disassembled in the 80’s, a plan only to be met with public protest. The sign remained, and its legacy still stands.

Boston University Bookstore 

It may look like any other Barnes and Noble store, but this location is actually home to theBoston University bookstore, located on the building’s third floor. In addition to all school textbooks, the store also features a wide array of dorm room needs, as well as logo paraphernalia. The main BU campus is just a few blocks away up Commonwealth Ave.

Eastern Standard

Across the way, you’ll find Eastern Standard, a popular restaurant that emits a Victorian feel. Esquire Magazine named it one of the best bars in America last year, thanks to a distinctive and varied menu of drinks that are prepared with style. The Eastern Standard is one of many restaurants in Kenmore Square, which also boats Bertucci’s, Cornwall’s, Uburger, Boca Grande Taqueria, and Uno’s.

Jean Therapy

Jean Therapy is one of the upscale shops you’ll find at the Hotel Commonwealth, which also features a wine shop, jewelry shop, and a vintage bookstore. Walk down Beacon St. some more, and things get decidedly less trendy. MP3’s or not, Nuggets Records is still one of the city’s top used music stores, and Comicopia is the place to go to in the area if you’re into comic books.

Hotel Buckminster

The Boston Hotel Buckminster is one of the city’s most recognizable hotels. Built in 1897, it was one of the first hotels built in Boston. It is the closest hotel to Fenway Park, and in fact, those guests on the Brookline Ave. side of the building may even be able to sneak a peek into the famed ballyard.

Lansdowne Street

Walk up Brookline Ave., and you’ll come upon Lansdowne St., a road that features some of the city’s best nightlife. Located just behind Fenway Park, Lansdowne features restaurants, bars, and clubs with something for everybody. Play pool at Jillian's. See a show at the House of Blues. Dance the night away at Tequila Rain. All your nightlife options are here.

Fenway Park

Banged out for more than 500 consecutive games, Fenway Park is the iconic home of the Boston Red Sox. Almost 100 years old, it sometimes is even bigger than the game itself. Thousands enter the gates every year to witness the oddities and history of the park. Even if you can’t get Sox tickets, you can still experience Fenway. The team gives daily tours, and it’s a great way to learn about and experience this baseball treasure.

Landmark Center

For over 50 years, the Landmark Center building was a warehouse center for Sears and Roebuck. After closing in 1980, the building remained vacant for two decades, and was a sign of some of the barren landscape of the Kenmore-Fenway area. However, in 2000 the refurbished building became a bustling destination for commerce. The historic building features a Bed Bath, and Beyond, Best Buy, REI, and a movie theater. It is the closest Cineplex to Boston University, and thus a popular destination for college kids.

Here is the website for more information: http://boston.about.com/od/neighborhoods/ss/KenmoreWalk.htm
